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■ I 

Question USSR 6 * Hare any special steps been undertaken to incorporate 

the Baltic Republics into the Soviet Ikiion. 

J / , 

•in'anirer # 6 * The first steps of the Soviet goverament to conquer the Baltic 
Eepublios andincorporate *01911 into tiie USSR were taken right after tbs 
cdaoluaion of the treaties between Gemany end Russia delinlnatlng tiielr 
repsootive spheres of influence 1 23 August and 28 Sepl^ber 1939). Ihe 
Soviet governoent proceeded gradually^' ii* this -in order to lend e cloak of 
legality to its actions. Estonia had to aign'a pact cf mutual non-aggreseidh 
..and assistance wiih. the Soviet government in September 1939 and'atcthat 
‘ time had ^to give certain, bases in its, territory to Soviet Russia. A similar 
piodedure'Vras latar^daptod with Lithuania and Latvia. 3he concession of 
31; ch bases'' was Always connected with the stationing of Busaiai troops at 
.those places. Enable to expect help from anybody, •the Bal'tib s*tateB had to 
ehdure 'these atitacks on 'tiieir so'voreign'ty ■whether-, they liked than or not. 

1^0 Baltic govemmsnts hoped to avoid a worse fa-te by being subservient -to 
■^he Soviet Government. 

Similar proposals were made to ‘Finlandj but Finland refused -to accept 
lem; the ivar and Finland's defeat resulted. This seemed to confirm 'the 
T^dom of -the course of the Baltic governments. ' 

pro'vad 

Later development s that the Soviet governnent had decided rlgh'^ 

■hroa the start to incorporate the Baltic states Into 'the Soviet Union. The 
^ots of non-aggressicD and ssais'tance isBro nothing but 'the prepara *toTy 
j stages on the road towards that aimj they served the So'viet government 
by lending a oloak of legali-fcy to its actions. 

After the So'viet go'yernment had occupied the.bases(LiepaJa, Talllnlh, 
etc.) and brou^t large contingents of troops in'to the Baltic repuftlios# 
it’ provoked incidents following a definite scheme. Ihesa incidents were » 
taken; a‘ a ei> pretext for accusing the governments of -the Baltic sta-bes of. 
having broken the trea-tiea and l^*gor contingents of -troops -wore brought 
in for "seourUy** reasons., _ Soon afterwards the governments of the:> Baltic 
states were overthrown one 'after the ether with the aid of red ba;^oneta 
and 'were replaced by new govexnments formed irith -toe aotive help ^ Suasian 
enissariesCvyshlnsl^, etd.). These go-vemments consisted of person's 
controlled . by Buasians and forced -the So-viat ^s-tem on their peoples. 

' nil ) 1 . 

.=N/|ZI WARCRIM.es DISCLOSURE ACT .C~^ 



» .( 



I? 



EXEMPTIONS Section 3(b) 



(2) (A) Pri'-/acy 
(|)(B) iitnihods/Sources 
(f)iG) To-'cign Relations 

- -fi ’ I ' ,» 

I : • . ' 



□ 



■^1’ 







■ 1 




< U 


i 



•c 



pepsslfisa and Approved for Release 
gy tne GeftMl Itit^lligence Aoenev 

^ FOR COORDINATION WITH 






% 



i 

j 

! 



It Tma only on© atap from there, to the acceptance by tbs Soviet Hhion of 
the requests of’jfche^o young Soviet states to be incorporated into the 
Union of Socialist ^viet ^publics* This action ims. celebrated as an 
expression of the free mil of the Baltic peoples* 

In order to; prevent ai^ resistance rigjit from the s-^rt, ,,the Soviet 
government initiated mass arrests and deporl^tioins of foriwr.^^'^rament 
offiedals and other r^resentatives of the former leading otrdAj8( officers* 
politicians, intaileotuals, business leaders, etc*) iTsmediately after the 
formation , of the nevr Baltic governments. After the incorporation of the 
Baltic states into the Soviet Bnion these arrests cpitinued on an increased 
scale. Iha. victims amounted' to . several tens of thcMsands. After a diort ' 
Isterraption the arrests end deportations set in vdlfe: new vigor just before 
Ihe Gennan invasion in 1941. 

During tiie course of the aar vlth German the Balti.o states were | 

tenporarily lost to the Soviet Union, this loss wa^s oonsldered by the Soviet^ 
government to be no different from the temporary abandonment of ^saian end,' 1 
Ukrainian territory, the Baltio states were considered to be an inseparable j 
and integral part ^.of -the USSR because their peoples had esquressed their will j 
to become part of the Soviet Union in a "fr,ee" election in 1940*' 

/ ' ■■■-/«, j 

there is a provision in 'Sie Soviet constitution to the affect that any ^ 

%iion republio has the ri^t to secede from t^ Ibion if it so desires. A j 
realisation of suoh a desire is of jcoursa entirely unthinkable. Any eysfptoane 
of sudi an intention 'nould be surpressed immediately by the IfSVD.. - i 



From the standpoint of power politics and economy the ‘possession, of 
the Baltic states is an absolute necessity for the Soviet .^(baicni. I&thout 
them access to the. Baltic Sea would be closed to the USSR. Peter the (k*eat' 
did not fi^t'ln vain a blooc^ war which la s'ted iH. years at the bagiimlng.' 
.o'f'^tha ei^teenth cmlury to conquer the Baltio states. Liepala is the only 
ice^^ee. harbor the Soviet Union possesses on the Baltio Sea* (Bote t < 
Soenlgsberg was only reobntiy^^acquired). The Soviet Uh3»n will therefore ■ ■ 

nevenv abandon its position Ih'tiie Baltic states and will be wiling to 
defend It with all the means at Its disposal. ■ . ':t j 
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